Press release, 18" August 2018

Statement from Alliance 4 Empowering Partnerships (A4EP a newly formed independent network
on the eve of 19" August, World Humanitarian Day)

Paying tribute to local and national humanitarian workers who must ‘Not be A Target'

We, the International Conveners of the Alliance for Empowering Partnerships (www.a4ep.net ), have
been encouraged by the commitments made to support and strengthen local and national actors
who are often the first responders to disasters and crisis under Agenda for Humanity, Grand Bargain
and Charter4Change. We acknowledge that many international organisations and donors are
actively supporting localisation. We believe in healthy collaborative relationships that support locally
led response and the growth of independent, sustainable and accountable local and national
organisations in the aid-recipient countries, that serve their communities and are committed to
promoting democratic societies with equality and social justice.

Our mission is to create an active and effective network of independent and locally/nationally grown
organisations and of global activists, to promote locally/nationally led response. This will provide a
platform for information dissemination, sharing experiences, evidence, good practice and learning.
We will lobby and develop evidence based advocacy strategies in our own respective countries and
at global level and share our learning. Through our work, the Alliance will contribute to on-going
research and debates and develop consulted and commonly agreed positions and advocacy
strategies around the global agenda of ‘localisation’, ‘participation revolution’ and ‘transparency’.
The Alliance believes in positive engagement and positive relationships with all related stakeholders
but will retain our independent and critical perspective.

On World Humanitarian day, we would like to pay tribute to all humanitarians who have lost their
lives in the line of duty. We would particularly like to recognise local and national responders who
work in increasingly hostile environment and shrinking humanitarian and civil society space. We
would like to acknowledge and highlight their courage and commitments to ensure access to the
most vulnerable populations and in their endeavour to leave no one behind.

e The Alliance urges the international actors to recognise the importance of local leadership
and to ensure adequate financial and other resources, so the they are able to serve and
enable affected populations with adequately qualified staff, with safety and security in
place. There is an urgent need to address the problem of inadequate and just compensation
for local and national partner staff who are killed in the line of duty in large relief operations.

e The Alliance urges the State and non-state actors to stop the indiscriminate killings and
persecution of civilians, including aid workers and adhere to International Humanitarian and
Human Rights Law.

e The Alliances urges the state actors, multilateral agencies and other key stakeholders to seek
early and durable solutions to all protracted crises to bring down number of refugees and
IDPs (Internally Displaced People) within stipulated time and share the responsibility with
the host countries

e The Alliance urges the international actors to ensure double nexus (humanitarian and
development) in responses to all natural disasters and triple nexus (humanitarian,
development and peace) in all conflict responses.



e The Alliance urges the international actors to provide the space and recognise and support
local leadership and actively address the power imbalances at all levels including the
coordination mechanism and global bodies.

e The Alliance urges international donors to be courageous in finding solutions to ensure they
can meet their localisation commitments.

e The Alliance urges the international organisations to support locally led response through
empowering partnerships following Principles of Partnership.

e The Alliance urges the media, research and educational institutes to partner with local and
national responders to document and disseminate (or highlight) their achievements.
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Website: www.A4EP.net

Contact numbers of Persons for further information:

Chowdhury, Rezaul Karim, Executive Director, COAST Trust, Bangladesh, email: reza@coastbd.net,
Tel: +8801711529792, www.coastbd.net

Kavala, Andrew, Executive Director, MANEPO, Malawi, akavala@manepo.org,
Mob: +265 888 927 803, www.manepo.org

Kabaso, Gershom, National Coordinator, Zambia Social Forum - ZAMSOF, Zambia,
Cell+260950721122, email: gersheek@gmail.com

Mohammad, Amad, Executive Director-IDEA, Pakistan, email: amad@idea.org.pk, Tel No: +92-334-
9990101,345-9990101, www.idea.org.pk

Patel, Smruti: Director, Global Mentoring Initiative, Switzerland - email: spatel@gmentor.org,
Tel:+41 79 561 4749, www.gmentor.org

Salvador-Antequisa, Regina "Nanette", Executive Director, Ecosystems Work for Essential Benefits,
Inc. (ECOWEB), Philippines, nanet.antequisa@gmail.com, nanet.antequisa.ecoweb@gmail.com,
T/F: +63.63.2210322, www.ecowebph.com www.ecowebph.org




Singh, Sudhanshu S, Chief Executive Officer, Humanitarian Aid International, India, email:
sssingh@humanitarianaidinternational.org, Mobile: +91 9953 163 572,
www.humanitarianaidinternational.org

Singoma, Danny Boss K, Director General, CENADEP, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Tel: +243990023637/ +243818451405, email:singomadk@gmail.com, www.cenadepasbl.org




